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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 


Reasons for allowance are only warranted in instances in which "the record of the 
prosecution as a whole does not make clear the Examiner's reasons for allowing a claim or 
claims." 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 04(e). In the present case, Applicants believe the record as a whole makes 
clear the reasons for allowance and therefore no statement by the Examiner is necessary or 
warranted. Therefore, the record should reflect that Applicants do not necessarily agree with all 
of the statements in the reasons for allowance. 

For example, the Examiner has identified reasons for allowing a group of claims 
containing more than one independent claim in what appears to have been intended as a single- 
sentence, single-paragraph statement generally restating the language of Claim 1 . In general, the 
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identified reasons do not pay full attention to the fact that substantially all of the identified 
limitations appear in one independent claim, but not in the other independent claim. While 
Applicants agree that each of the independent claims distinguish over the prior art of record, each 
of the independent claims should be interpreted only by the limitations that are actually present 
therein. 

Applicants are submitting these comments to ensure that the claims are properly 
construed based only upon limitations that are actually present therein and/or to ensure that the 
claims are not interpreted so as to include any additional claim limitations that are not actually 
present therein. 

Applicants' undersigned representative further notes that no authorization was ever given 
for the amendment(s) to FIGS. 1-3B (although Applicants do not wish to contest the 
amendment). Thus, Applicants do not necessarily admit or concede that FIGS. 1-3B constitute 
prior art by virtue of the Examiner's amendment(s) to FIGS. 1-3B. 

Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in this application, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned. If necessary, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
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overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-1236 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: Wi ^oS" By: QJM^^ 

Andrew D. Fortney, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 34,600 

7257 N. Maple Avenue, Bldg. D, #107 
Fresno, California 93720 
(559)299-0128 
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